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Some Storm King projects stand out 

more than others, sometimes due to 

design, or location, and sometimes due 

to the facility’s purpose itself. The Kaplan 

School at McQuade Children’s Services in 

New Windsor, N.Y., is a testament to all 

those things.

to provide year-round special education 

for students. It was intended to be used 

by 40 students. However, 20 years later, 

the growing student population outgrew 

the facility and it became clear that 

expansion and renovation was necessary. A 

22,000-square-foot addition and plans to 

renovate the current facility were approved.

Group of Ithaca, N.Y., included was a 

street-like corridor with natural lighting 

that gives the feeling of being outdoors. 

entirely ADA accessible and has state-of-

the-art safety and security features, durable, 

comfortable furnishings and a nurturing 

color scheme.

Storm King started this project in 

November 2006. Steel work began in late 

winter, then our own crews of masons 

and carpenters followed with block, brick 

coordination and cooperation of the trades 

was key to completing the project on time, 

the renovation of the old school, complete 

with new roof and all new finishes, which 

was completed in January.

construction, requiring close security and 

safety measures to ensure the students’ well-

being. A complex steel design 

package required good planning 

and close cooperation with all 

the trades. Supervisor Jon Levan 

felt we made good decisions on 

what work to self perform, such as 

the masonry and structural steel 

framing, providing continuity to 

the project.

He found particular 

satisfaction in meeting the needs 

of the school. Project manager 

Andrew Schoch felt similarly, and 

noted the cooperation among all 

entities involved. He saw how 

everyone had the same goal, that the staff 

was dedicated to helping the kids, and 

everyone adopted a get-it-done attitude 

that resulted in a successful project.

Robert Flowers, Vice President/CFO 

for McQuade Children’s Services, has 

been with the organization for 25 years. 

He noted what a pleasure it was to work 

with Storm King and was glad we were 

chosen as the contractor, commenting that 

Andrew Schoch and Jon Levan were true 

gentlemen and that project meetings were 

very professional and productive.

Flowers also appreciated the concern 

that Storm King showed for the owner. He 

cited an example in which Jon Levan took 

charge of a remediation issue to minimize 

the cost to the owner. He felt Andrew 

Schoch always handled necessary change 

orders in a fair and timely manner, and 

looks forward to working with us on future 

projects…and so do we.

The main entrance to the new Kaplan School, designed by The Thomas Group of Ithaca, N.Y.

The new art studio, which inspires creativity with 
natural lighting.
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McQuade Children’s Services’ mission 

fills a real need in our society. McQuade 

is a non-profit, private organization 

dedicated to building successful futures for 

children. Students who attend the school 

are having problems at home, in school or 

in the community and need the treatment 

and support of the McQuade staff to 

a consistent, accepting and organized 

environment that’s supervised by caring and 

experienced staff.

Many of the children come from 

families fraught with issues such as poverty, 

abuse, neglect, mental illness, drug 

addiction and more, resulting in such varied 

outcomes as severe truancy, behavioral 

problems, learning disabilities, panic or 

anxiety disorders and the overall inability 

to appropriately cope with problems. In 

addressing this, the philosophy at McQuade 

is to create a positive environment where 

believe once a child gets used to being 

successful, they won’t want to feel like 

failures again. With the right coping skills, 

role modeling, education, counseling and 

care, the child’s self-confidence builds, as 

day is a new day for kids, an opportunity to 

make better choices.”

McQuade’s history is interesting. In 

April 1862, the Home for the Friendless 

was opened in Newburgh, N.Y., with the 

purpose of helping poor and orphaned 

children. In 1914, Dr. Milton Ash 

McQuade established a medical practice 

in Newburgh. An orphan himself, he felt 

a special kinship with the children at the 

Home, treating them at no charge. He 

became a beloved public figure, and upon 

his death in 1928, more than 2,000 people 

attended his funeral.

Within weeks of his death, it was 

discovered that Dr. McQuade left his 

entire estate to the orphanage so the good 

work could be continued and the children 

would have what they needed. To honor 

Dr. McQuade’s legacy, the Home’s name 

was changed to the McQuade Foundation 

in 1945, and in 1985 became McQuade 

Children’s Services.

In the past year, McQuade supported 

more than 1,000 children in crisis, enabling 

them to remain with their families. Over 

180 children achieved academic and 

behavioral success and 600+ children were 

taught to address and cope with personal 

touched sincerely appreciate McQuade’s 

efforts. Anyone wishing to support the 

work at McQuade Children’s Services can 

call them at 845-561-0436, ext 158.

At Storm King Contracting, we are 

proud to be their contractor of choice 

and to have played a part in this worthy 

cause by building them a fine, new facility 

in which to continue their vital work on 

behalf of children.
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Above left: A side view of new addition, which features a large, clerestory corridor. Center: The clerestory, street-like corridor boasts natural 
lighting that simulates an outdoor environment. Right: The lobby area at the facility’s entrance.


